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Story ideas for print and broadcast media

Dec. 1, 1992
Contact: Rosemary Harty
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS REMEMBER CHRISTMAS AT HOME -- In Ireland, families put
candles in every window and wrap ivory around fireplaces, candles and doors, says Julia Hurley, who grew
up in County Tipperary and has lived all over the world. There's one Irish tradition her family always
keeps: the Christmas pudding. "It's absolutely delicious," says Hurley, a senior marketing major at UD.
"It's in the shape of an upside-down bowl, and it's marinated in rum for about a month. That's probably
why it's so good. You can't eat a lot at one time, so it lasts for a while."
Maria Baptista, a graduate chemical engineering student, will spend her first Christmas in the U.S. this
year and will miss celebrating with her family in Brazil, where Christmas comes in the summer. "We
believe in Santa Claus and his heavy red suit and his coming down through the chimney. But we don't
have snow, it's really, really hot and no one has a chimney." In the U.S., Christmas seems a bit commercial
to Baptista. "You can buy everything. But Christmas should be a time to be closer to family."
Contact Julia Hurley at (513) 223-7208; Maria Baptista at (513) 461-2511; or Zahir Ahmed, director of
international services, at (513) 229-2770.
ITALlAN ENVIRONMENTALISTS SEEK UD EXPERTISE -- Four environmentalists from Bari, Italy
are spending nearly a month at the University of Dayton Research Institute, studying an advanced research
tool that could mean cleaner air for their city. They're here to examine the "thermal destruction analytical
system," a system that simulates an incinerator and provides a detailed analysis of what's emitted into the
air. "They're interested in performing their own research," said Joseph Swartzbaugh, of UD's
Environmental Science and Engineering Group. "They, like us, have concerns about combustion of
hazardous waste and what the products might be." The research institute, involved since the 1970s in
developing instruments to precisely measure contaminants in our air, has won international acclaim for the
thermal destruction analytical system. The group, here through Dec. 12, had to come to UD "because we're
the only ones who make the systems," he said.
Contact Joseph Swartzbaugh at (513) 229-2846.
MATH FOR THE MIND -- Northmont city schools are changing the way they teach math -- shifting from
dull drills and routine repetitions to reading and problem solving -- with the help of the University of
Dayton School of Education. UD has provided a $6,240 grant to the district to help teachers get proper
training in the University of Chicago School Mathematics Project, a new teaching method that encompasses
the use of calculators and computers, as well as stress critical thinking. A total of seven instructional
sessions have been scheduled for the district's teachers.

Contact Ellis Joseph, dean of the School of Educati~t (513) 229-3146.
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